The Water Election Team’s (WET) Candidate Questionnaire: SA Election 2010

Full text of report www.hurrysavetheMurray.com/water-election-team/
Scorecard

	 Candidates
	EExamE   Questionnaire
	Comment

	ALP
	D
D
	Why no campaign on River/Water issues?

	Family First
	B
 B+
	River/Water is not party priority. Why?

	Liberal
	CC
C
	River overshadowed by stormwater focus.

	Maywald - NAT
	 FNot nN Not completed
	

	The Greens
	       A-
	River/Water is not platform priority. Why?

	Winderlich - IND
	       A-
	Committed on River/Water issues.

	Not Seated
	
	

	Aldridge - IND
	       A- 
	N               No track record

	Dignity for Disability
	No score: too many

             incompletes
	                   D    No track record

	Drummond -IND
	         N     No score: too many

           incompletes
	No track record

	FREE
	     D
	No track record

	Henderson –IND
	                        No score: too many      I           incompletes    
	No track record

	No Desal: No Dams
	       A-
	No track record

	Peake - IND
	       A-
	No track record

	The Democrats
	       A-
	No seated representative


Highlights of the Report

· All respondents give a priority to the needs of the River as a living system but not all support actions that would achieve that goal.

· All respondents opposed a permanent weir across the River Murray below Wellington.

· All respondents (except FREE) opposed opening the barrages and flooding the lakes with seawater.

Responses

· Of seated members in the Upper and Lower Houses, the ALP, Family First, Liberals, The Greens and Independent David Winderlich responded in detail to the questionnaire.

· The ALP left 17 questions blank and offered notes on 53 of the 76. They relied on the promise of the Murray-Darling River Basin Authority Plan - due to appear in draft in June – and constrained by state agreements that stay in place till 2014 and 2018.

· Water Security Minister Maywald (National Party) declined to respond to the specific questions and provided an email that restated general principles.  

Common ground

· a healthy river, environmental flows and water as a human right

· keeping Lake Alexandrina and Albert as fresh water systems (FREE excepted)

· not opening the barrages to allow sea water into the lakes (FREE excepted)

· managing the system as a whole

· upholding our international obligations (Q. 19-21)
· open and transparent government and respectful consultation (Q. 69, 72)
· access to information and continued monitoring (Q. 25, 69-76)
· funding for Environmental Defenders Office to work on water related issues (Q.73)
Contention 
· Water as a commodity v the river as a living system. Ecological factors v economic considerations. Market considerations dominate.

Key Questions: Water Trading (Q. 5), Privatisation (Q. 7), Managed Investment Schemes (MIS) (Q. 8, 9) and International ownership of water (Q. 10).  

· Connectivity: ecosystems rely on connectivity for their resilience – policies of disconnection

Key questions: Flood waters flows Q. 15, 16, Weirs, regulators and bunds Q. 27-30, 32, 37, 46, 47, Barrages and sea water Q. 43, 54.

· Sustainable growth and water: living in the driest state. Where will the water come from for an increased population? 
Key Questions: Population growth (Q. 59), Recycling (Q. 60, 61), Desalination (Q. 62, 63)
· Accountability: Open and transparent decision-making. All candidates endorsed measures that would require candidates to be accountable to the citizens. This has not been the experience of the RLCAG. Decision-making has not been open and transparent.
Comments on Scorecard: policy and practice
WET examined the party platforms and compared the party policies to the answers on the Questionnaire and track record of the party.

Conclusion

WET is very disappointed with the lack of vision and leadership displayed by the major parties. A mixture of political expediency appears to be driving policy.

Diane Bell and Ruth Trigg for the Water Election Team – 0427 554 194
March 16, 2010
� The analysis of the Questionnaire will be ongoing after the election.
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