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Community Questions: Press Conference: 11.00am, Aug 5, 2009, Parliament House. 

1. Where is the holistic, integrated plan for managing the Lower Lakes, Murray Mouth and Coorong?

Short-term emergency responses are pre-empting long term chances of recovery. Engineering interventions are disconnecting the river from the lakes, the lakes from the tributaries and the river from the mouth. The vitality and survival of the system relies on connection. The construction of the Regulators should halted and a proper EIS undertaken. Recent rains have bought time for the Lower Lakes and tributaries.
2. Why continue construction of the Regulators when the emergency for which they were designed has passed? 

The construction is six weeks behind the schedule of the EPBC Referral (2009/4833 http://www.environment.gov.au). The rationale for the Regulators on the Finniss River and Currency Creek was to catch the first flush of rain and allow it to bioremediate before it over-whelmed the Goolwa Channel. The first flush has gone through to Lake Alexandrina. The tributaries have not acidified. The Channel is still alkaline. The acid threat can be managed without weirs and dams. The EPA reports show the system is coping www.epa.sa.gov.au/lower_lakes.html. 
3. Where are the scientific reports about the acid sulfate soils on the Finniss River, Currency Creek, Black Swamp and Goolwa Channel on which the decision to build Regulators is based?

The Preliminary Assessment of Acid Sulfate Soil Materials in Currency Creek, Finniss River, Tookayerta Creek and Black Swamp region, South Australia of January 2009, recommends more monitoring. There is no mention of engineering interventions. We have been promised the final report but now find it is “commercial-in-confidence” [Assessment in Finniss River, Currency Creek, Black Swamp and Goolwa Channel, R.W. Fitzpatrick  http://www.clw.csiro.au/publications/science/index.html
CSIRO experts tell us they are not permitted to answer our requests for reports/ information.

4. What are the ecological consequences of the recent rain for the whole system, not just the pH at selected sites? 

The ecology of the region is that there are frogs, macro-invertebrates, fish, birds and plant growth. These are signs that the system is healthy. The liming and plantings are working. Cutting the freshwater off from Lake and Murray off from ocean will inhibit the capacity of the system to recovery. The new weir pool between the Goolwa barrage and the Clayton “Regulator” will be a new ecological disaster. 

5. How will the Regulators be removed?

The triggers for removal are unrealistic and unlikely to be achieved, e.g. a return to conditions in the Lower Lakes where the projected water level will not fall below plus 0.0m AHD in the ensuing two years (2009/4833 http://www.environment.gov.au). 

6. What is the EPA doing about the current ecological impacts of the construction?

The black mud and silt that is being displaced by the construction is not being contained. We are told it will not be cleaned up. The regulator at Clayton has filled in one of the deepest fresh water refuges in the lakes. This is where fish retreat in a drought. The displaced mud is spreading across the water and onto the shore.

7.  Where is the Water Allocation Plan for the Finniss River Catchment?
The fresh water flows down the Finniss River are critical to the health of the area  and to the success of the Regulators projects but the SA Government is yet to release the Water Allocation Plan (WAP). Prescription in the Finniss Catchment needs to be enforced; permission to extract water granted since October 2003 should be withdrawn and the WAP should be published. 
8. Why not pursue bioremediation strategies for the Finniss River, Currency Creek and Goolwa Channel as aggressively as is being done for Lake Albert?

9. On what basis does the DEH says the pooled water will not be subject to algal blooms?
10. Why is Lake Alexandrina being sacrificed?
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April 09, Wally’s Landing, Finniss River, acid.        August 2009, Regrowth, alkaline.

Contact: Diane Bell: 0427 554 194
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