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Press Release

     Confused about Acid Sulfate Soils? 

14 May 2009
Members of the local monitoring team invite you to join them with your questions at the Finniss Ford on Friday 15th May at noon.

The team has been seeking answers to persistent questions: How extensive are the ASS and how should they be managed?  Should we build embankments that will create a new weir pool in the Goolwa Channel and block the fresh water that flows down the Finniss River and Currency Creek into Lake Alexandrina?  Or can we find local solutions, monitor the hot spots and aid nature by planting, mulching and maybe adding lime in some locations?
A dearth of data and analysis is available from the SA Government sponsored monitors, so the local team has been tracking the pH levels. “Thus far we can report that the Finniss River itself is alkaline, rather than acid,” said Diane Bell.  “And we believe the acid that is being mobilised can be managed locally.”

“We also know that had these wetlands been kept wet, we would not be facing this problem. The potential for acidification was predicted by the CSIRO but the SA Government did nothing to address over-allocation further upstream. Now we are being told there is an emergency that requires building more weirs, ” Bell said.

On 12 May 2009, Peter Garrett, Federal Minister for the Environment approved the SA Government’s emergency response to the threat of ASS: three temporary flow regulators – one across the cutting between Clayton Bay and Hindmarsh Island, one at the mouth of the Finniss River and another at the mouth of the Currency Creek.

Minister Karlene Maywald (Press Release 12/5/09) announced that “Recent rainfall has mobilised this acid in a creek bed that feeds into the Finniss River catchment near Wally’s Landing … There are also pools of acidic water in parts of Currency Creek wetlands, but it is not flowing.”
Will that “build up” be mobilised? What percent of the ASS actually pose a risk? How big are these pools?  Is the “acidic material” responsible for the “acidic water”?  

Despite the SA Government prediction that the “Finniss River and Currency Creek would acidify at a water level of approximately minus 0.75m AHD,” the pH levels reported by the publicly accessible monitoring stations (http://data.rivermurray.sa.gov.au/) are still alkaline (pH 8.57) and the levels are now minus 1.04m AHD.  
Today the DEH, CSIRO and EPA were at Wally’s Landing. They took many readings and samples. “Unfortunately we will not see the results for months, if ever,” says Bell. “We get snippets and isolated statistics. We have to ask over and over again for access to reports and they are released too late for us to use them in submissions regarding the proposed weirs. The only research available to the public on this area is the CSIRO Preliminary Assessment of Acid Sulfate Soil Materials in Currency Creek, Finniss River, Tookayerta Creek and Black Swamp Region. It is a preliminary report. It does not recommend weirs. It does not provide statistics re the amount of acid that might be mobilised. It recommends more monitoring. We are still waiting for the final report. I have no doubt the scientists are as frustrated as we are.”

More questions: Has the SA Government made a solid case for more weirs? Can they guarantee that the hundreds of millions spent on “temporary” weirs is preferable to careful management of ASS identified in the creek bed on the Finniss and the pools in the Currency Creek? 
“Why are we so concerned about the prospect of more weirs?” asks Bell. “We believe the SA Government has not demonstrated a high level of competency in managing the environment. Their long-term plan for the Lakes and Coorong will not be ready until later this year. The Water Allocation Plan for the Eastern Mount Lofty Ranges has been in progress since 2003. The bund between Lakes Albert and Alexandrina has resulted in further silting of the Narrows. Toxins intensify in disconnected wetlands. The banks of the Murray are slumping.”

Are you concerned? Bring yourself questions to the Ford and the Finniss, Friday May 15, 2009.

For more information contact Diane Bell 0427 554 194
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